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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

New Members 

Michael Cook   Class III RNT 

Sean Derry   Class III RNT 
Bob Dunwoody   Class III RNT 

Karl Rein-Weston  Class I  RNT 

 

New Solos! Date Instructor 

Jessica Story 8/6 Jacobson 
Hans Larson 8/18 Tomlinson 

 

New Ratings! Date Instructor 

Troy Larson, CFI 8/1 Demco 

Jeff Long, CFI 8/8 Finson 
Joseph J. Miner, Private SEL 8/11 Jacobson 

Paul Ust, Instrument 8/26 Demco/ 
    Guthrie 

 

CALENDAR 

 
Monthly 

Aircraft Maintenance Team:  Meets every Thursday 

from 4-8 pm at the Renton Office.  Contact Ray Pedrizetti 
for more information. 

 

September 2016 

Board of Directors Meeting, 4pm 9/9 at Renton Office 

 
Private Pilot Ground School classes (morning and 

evening) start 9/13 in Everett and Renton.  Please see 

Wes McKechnie’s Operations manager report and the 
flyers at the back of the newsletter for more information.  

Please post one of the attached flyers in your work area.  
Thanks! 

 
 

 

From Your President 

By Steve Beardslee 
 
The Board typically does not have a meeting in August, 

and so it was again this year.  Our flying hours and 
weather continue to be good, and we’ve been operating 

safely; that’s as it should be!  

 
There has been some progress in the City of Renton’s 

review of our lease renewal. Thus far, the City favors 
moving forward with the lease, but as expected, there are 

potential issues that we need to clarify and work through. 
 

It’s September, and in our Board meeting on September 

9th, we will ask the Elections Committee (chaired by Bob 
Ingersoll) to prepare for electing officers to fill three Board 

positions that will each serve a two-year term (2017 & 
2018). This year the three Board positions open for 

election will be: 

 
• President (Steve Beardslee is completing two 

terms; 2013-2016 - we need two candidates) 
• Operations Officer (Oliver Meier is completing two 

terms; 2013-2016 - we need two candidates) 
• Secretary (Tyler Wilson is completing one term; 

2015-2016 - we need two candidates) 

 
The BEFA Elections Committee plans to develop a slate of 

candidates and present them at the Board meeting on 
October 21st. Election forms with this slate of candidates 

will be provided to BEFA participating members in late 

October & votes will be counted in late November. The 
new Board members will begin their terms on January 1, 

2017. 
 

I urge all interested participating members to consider 
running for any of these available Board positions. If you 

are so inclined, please review the position requirements 

as they are defined in our By-Laws, and contact any 
member of the Elections Committee (Bob Ingersoll, Frank 

Marshall, or Bob Guthrie) to take the next step. 
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For all of us who have served as Board members, both 
past and present, I believe we’d all agree it’s both an 

honor and a privilege to be BEFA members, and to be 
involved in its governance. 

 

FLY SAFE! 

Steve 
 

Aircraft Rates 

  
(“M” and “NM” refer to members and non-members, 

respectively.) 
 

 

From Your Vice President – Thank 
You to our Volunteers! 

By Bob Bumpous 
 

Thank you Hot Wings N' Wheels Event Volunteers! 
BEFA was invited to participate on August 4th in the “Hot 

Wings N' Wheels lunch time event at the Delivery Center 

at Boeing Field.  This is not an event we have supported 
in the past, but it gave us good exposure to the folks who 

work in the Boeing Delivery Center.  Paul Wehrle 
volunteered to fly one of our airplanes from Renton to 

Boeing Field and navigate the Boeing Flight line to put our 
airplane on display at the 3-390 building.  Paul was tied 

up on Boeing business during the actual event, but Scott 

Hunziker and I set up our BEFA display next to our 
airplane.  We talked to the Boeing folks who came by and 

handed out literature.  I thought the event went well.  We 
had a steady stream of folks, many of whom seemed 

interested in learning about BEFA.   We handed out a lot 
of literature, and talked to 75-100 people.  I personally 

found it very interesting to see where the real business of 
Boeing, delivering airplanes, takes place.   

Paul Wehrle, I appreciate your getting BEFA involved in 

this event and thanks for flying our BEFA plane from 
Renton Field.   

Scott Hunziker, I appreciate your taking the time to 
provide me an escort and helping talk to folks at the 

Delivery Center during this event. 

 
Thank you Everett Family Day Event Volunteers! 

BEFA was invited to participate in the Boeing Everett 
Family Day event which took place on Sunday August 21.  

We worked with Justin Sewall from Boeing 
Communications who got us assigned a location.  Our 

booth and airplane were the first exhibit people 

encountered as they were coming in the E68 south gate.  
This was in a great location, just at the start of the Boeing 

flight line displays which included a 747-8, one of the 
Dream Lifters, and several airplanes from Paul Allen's 

Flying Heritage Collection including a Corsair which was 

next to our BEFA airplane!  Thanks Justin. 
There was a very large crowd at this event and lot of 

interest and enthusiasm from those who stopped by our 
location.  We were able to talk to a lot of very interested 

potential participating and guest members.  We also 

talked to a lot of kids, many of whom were very interested 
in seeing our airplane.  I feel the event was the most 

successful this year.  I believe we handed out between 
200 and 300 tri-fold flyers, which was more than all three 

days of the Boeing Founders Day event at the Museum of 
Flight.  Thanks for an outstanding effort from the team. 

 

 
Our BEFA plane at the Everett Family Day!  
 

Thank you Oliver Meier for bringing our airplane to this 

event and John Pizzichemi for returning our airplane to its 
Paine Field location.  It really helped attract a good crowd 

to our BEFA booth. 
 

Aircraft Hourly Rate

PCATD-M 15.00$               

PCATD-NM 20.00$               

Redbird FMX (member) 50.00$               

Redbird FMX (non-member) 85.00$               

C150 92.47$               

C172 110.13$             

C172SP 125.48$             

Citabria 127.56$             

R172K XP Float 150.45$             

C182Q 152.55$             

SR20 (HOBBS) 159.60$             

C182RG (68T) 163.41$             

C182RG (65C) 202.82$             

CT210 241.06$             

September-2016

http://www.befa.org/


Boeing Employees’ Flying Association Newsletter September 2016 
www.befa.org                                                                                 Office Phone: (425) 271-2332 

 

 

Page 3 of 8 

Also thank you Dennis Lam, John Pizzichemi, Josh Elliot, 
Jun Lee, and Oliver Meier for talking to all the many 

Boeing folks, visitors, and kids who stopped by! 
 

Safety and Operations Briefing 
By Wes McKechnie, BEFA Operations 

Manager 
 
737 MAX EXPANSION ADJOINS BEFA RNT 

PROPERTY 
The increase in 737 production rates resulted in the 

recent re-purposing of the old 5-14 site south of BEFA 

RNT property. As such we will have a couple of 737’s 
parking in those spaces as our new neighbors, the first 

time since the over-wing mods 20 or more years ago. 
There will not be a fence separating BEFA from this site, 

but we are expected not to intrude on this site. This will 
be used mainly to stage, fit and install, but thankfully no 

engine runs are planned on the site. The adjoining 

parking lot is marked for Boeing 737 support staff and 
technicians on this side of the airport, and not to be used 

by BEFA members. 
 

FALL PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL CLASSES 

IN EVERETT AND RENTON 
BEFA is offering Fall Private Pilot ground school classes in 

both Everett and Renton.  Attached at the back are some 
flyers.  Please post these in your work area. 

 

Renton Private Pilot Ground School Classes:  
BEFA is again offering both morning and evening Fall 

Private Pilot Ground School classes at BEFA's Renton 
office through Renton Technical College. The classes 

will be Tuesdays at 10am and 4:45pm from 
September 13 through November 17. You can enroll 

online (continuing students), at 

http://rtc.edu/registration or in person. Look for 
Aviation Ground School, Private Pilot AVIA 101, 

morning session #S022 or evening session #S024. 
For more information, contact Renton Technical 

College at: 425-235-2352 Ex: 5521. Ask about the 

Aviation Ground School, Private Pilot AVIA 101. The 
cost for this class is $435 for 60 hours of training and 

it INCLUDES ½ HOUR OF FREE SIMULATOR TIME! 
 

Everett Private Pilot Ground School Classes:  
BEFA is offering a Fall Private Pilot Ground School 

class in Everett through Everett Community College 

(ECC) at the ECC Corporate & Continuing Education 
Center (CCEC) (http://www.everettcc.edu/).  

 
We are offering day and evening classes. 

Classes: 09/13/2016 to 11/17/2016, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 

Morning session (item 9392) runs from 10:00 am to 
1:00 pm, and Afternoon session (item 9390) from 

5:00 to 8:00 pm 

 
To enroll, contact ECC at: 425-267-0150. Ask for the 

Aviation Ground School, Private Pilot. The cost for 
this class is $465 for 60 hours of training and it 

includes all class materials.  

 
Grievances: 

 8/4/16 9537Q Sunscreen not in place, seats cooking 

in direct sun 
 8/5/16 9537Q Lots of ink all over the new leather pilot 

seat. INEXCUSIBLE! 

 8/10/16 4801D taxied wing into hangar at night. 

 8/17/16 78440  Sunscreen not in place, seats cooking 

in direct sun 
 8/29/16 Hangar door found left open and doors 

unlocked at 9:00PM 

 

Notes From The Office 

‘Attaboys’ For Our Volunteers 
 
Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us 

running smoothly, often saving money in the process.  
This month we thank: 

 

 Howard Wolvington (CFI/DPE), for fixing Windows 10 

computer issues. 
 Gary Pipkin for helping with the billing. 

 Joe Minor for general help around the office. 

 Paul Ust for his continued support of updating the 

databases 

 James Walker for mowing the lawn; 

 Kevin Chaney for repainting our tiedown spaces. 

(Anyone that can help Kevin, please give me a call). 
 Rod Dembowski for sweeping out the hangar. 

 Gary Pipkin for flying a part up to our Paine operation. 

 Steve Kamnetz for arranging the PAE oil shipment 

 James Walker for an excellent BEFA landscape 

cleanup. 

 Hans Larson and CFI Adam Tomlinson for picking up 

parts at Auburn Airport 
 

Volunteer Help is STILL Needed 
 
BEFA has a regular need for volunteer help.  

Unfortunately, Boeing work demands are making it 
increasingly difficult to provide community service.  BEFA 

has many needs and cannot satisfy them without member 

http://www.befa.org/
http://rtc.edu/registration
http://www.everettcc.edu/
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help.  If you can contribute, please call the office to 
volunteer.  Below is the BEFA updated volunteer project 

list for your generous consideration: 
 

• Anyone who can help Kevin Chaney repaint the 

tiedown spaces, please let Wes know. 
 

From Your Safety Officer 

By Matt Smith, BEFA Safety Officer 
 
I was attending an aerobatic judging clinic at the main 

terminal building at the Arlington airport.  We were 

looking forward to a practice session with one of the 
advanced pilots performing right over the field.  In answer 

to the question you’re asking yourself, yes, you can legally 
perform aerobatics over the Arlington airport. 

 

We were in the home stretch, when the demonstration 
pilot left the seminar to go pre-flight the plane.  A little 

while later, someone poked their head into the room and 
asked for the person running things.  They talked for a 

few minutes, and both of them headed out onto the field. 
 

We finished up what we were doing, put things away, and 

headed outside the terminal to set up for the practice 
session.  Right then, it became obvious things weren’t 

right.  The aerobatic plane, an Extra 300, and an LSA were 
sitting nose-to-nose, and people were milling around the 

planes. 

 
I do not know the details of what happened.  The basics 

are that the two airplanes collided on the taxiway, 
propeller to propeller.  Pieces went any number of 

directions, with part of one of the props bouncing off the 

taxi-way and penetrating the lower wing root of the Extra 
and severely damaging the wing spar.  It was ultimately 

written off as a total loss.  Fortunately, no one was hurt 
despite the flying propeller pieces involved. 

 
How could this have happened?  The pilot of the Extra 

was an extremely experienced pilot.  There is no forward 

visibility when taxiing in that type of airplane, but pilots 
are taught to taxi slowly, and do S-turns in order to see 

what’s going on in front of them.  How about the LSA?  
The forward visibility there is extremely good.  Did they 

not see the Extra coming toward them?  Why wasn’t 

somebody on the radio screaming about impending 
disaster?  This is one of those incidents we tend to 

assume can’t happen, but did. 
 

When you’re at a non-towered airport (when you’re at a 
towered airport too, for that matter), taxiing is NOT the 

time to be planning your flight, looking at maps, talking 
on the cell phone, chatting with your passenger about last 

night’s soccer match, etc.  Due to the energy involved in 
turning propellers, taxi time is a critical time to keep your 

head on a swivel, and to be sure you’re on the right 

frequency if you have to talk on the radio. 
 

Please don’t let something like this happen to you during 
the “easy time” of taxiing.  Keep the attitude that you’re 

flying the airplane from the time you start it up, until it 

has completely shut down. 
 

We’ll talk again next month.  Until then, be careful out 
there. 

 
Matt 

 

Why do we say “Squawk VFR?” 

By Steve Isaacson 
 
"Squawk" dates back to World War II, when the precursor 

to the modern day transponder was created. The 
precursor to today's transponder was the "Identification, 

friend or foe" (IFF) identification system. 

 
The IFF system was used by radar controllers to 

distinguish friendly aircraft from hostile ones. Without the 
IFF, targets showed up as featureless blips on the radar 

screen, and you didn't know if it was your own planes 

returning to base, or the enemy following closely behind. 
 

The code name for the IFF system was "Parrot." So the 
instruction to turn off your IFF equipment was "strangle 

your parrot." To turn it on meant, start your "squawk." 

 
There are 4096 possible squawk codes, ranging from 

0000 to 7777 (no 8s or 9s). 
 

Today, as every pilot knows, "Squawk VFR" means set 
your transponder to 1200. 

 

7500 means aircraft hijacking, 7600 is lost 
communications, and 7700 is emergency. 

 
What I didn't know until recently is that 7777 is reserved 

for military interceptor operations (AIM 4-1-20 e. Code 

Changes 2.), a situation I hope never to be involved in. 
 

The other use for "squawk" is to signal maintenance 
issues. Something wrong with the plane? Write a squawk 

so that it gets looked at. 
 

http://www.befa.org/
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Classified Ads 
 

New book – “Stop Trying to Keep Up with the 
Jone$es – They are Broke Anyway – A Certified 
Financial Planner’s Guide to Living the Good Life” 

Brad Berger, a BEFA member, CFP® and CLF®, has 

published a new book on financial planning.  It is 
available at http://amzn.to/1GI0Ovs 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
BEFA Homepage:  http://www.befa.org 

 
JEPPESEN EMPLOYEES FLYING ASSOCIATION:  

http://www.flyjefa.org 

 
BEFA has a Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boeing-Employees-
Flying-Association/208892645798282 
 
 

OFFICERS AND STAFF 
President  

Steve Beardslee Home: 425-432-6343 

 M/C 94-35  Cell: 206-295-2256 
bear98038@earthlink.net 

Vice-President 

Bob Bumpous  Cell: 425-228-3269 
 M/C 94-35   

BobBumpous@comcast.net 
Treasurer 

Justice Devara Cell: 425-501-4334 
 M/C 94-35 

JusticeDevara@yahoo.com 

Ops Officer 
Oliver Meier  Wk: 425-717-2229 

 M/C 94-35  Cell: 510-541-2142 
Oliver.meier@gmail.com 

 

Safety Officer 
 Matt Smith  Cell:  206-375-6567 

 M/C 94-35 

MattFSmith@yahoo.com 
Secretary 

Tyler Wilson  Cell: 206-618-1740 

 M/C 94-35   
tyler.s.wilson@gmail.com 

 
Operations Manager 

Wes McKechnie Home:  206-932-2935 
 M/C 94-35  Wk: 425-271-2332 

befa_ops@mindspring.com 
 
 

Staff 
Debbie Brown and Diana Cassity 

befa_office@mindspring.com Wk 425-271-2332 

    Fax: 425-271-2066 
Patti Guy   Wk: 425-271-2332 

befa_account@mindspring.com Fax: 425-271-2066 

http://www.befa.org/
http://amzn.to/1GI0Ovs
http://www.befa.org/
http://www.flyjefa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Boeing-Employees-Flying-Association/208892645798282
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boeing-Employees-Flying-Association/208892645798282
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boeing-Employees-Flying-Association/208892645798282
mailto:bear98038@earthlink.net
mailto:BobBumpous@comcast.net
mailto:JusticeDevara@yahoo.com
mailto:Oliver.meier@gmail.com
mailto:MattFSmith@yahoo.com
mailto:tyler.s.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:tyler.s.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:befa_ops@mindspring.com
mailto:befa_office@mindspring.com
mailto:befa_account@mindspring.com
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Maintenance 
ACE Aviation  Contact, in order: 

1) Ops Manager:  Leave voicemail (425) 271-2332 or 
Pager 206-540-7720 

2) Ops Officer, or 

3) Any Board Member 
 

Everett 
Office:  No phones at this time in Everett.  Please call 

RNT Office in an emergency, otherwise call the focals 

below. 
 

PAE Coordinator: Oliver Meier (510) 541-2142 
Maintenance:  Oliver Meier  (510) 541-2142 

 
Facilities & Support:  Oliver Meier  

Wk:  (425) 717-2229 or Cell: (510) 541-2142 

Safety Manager:  
Oliver Meier   (510) 541-2142 

Membership and Communications: 
Steve Baier    (425) 785-9219 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Marissa Singleton   (425) 235-0330 

mksingleton@hotmail.com 
 

Webmaster 

Steve Isaacson steve.isaacson@gmail.com 
Chuck Malmsten chuck.malmsten@gmail.com 

 
 

http://www.befa.org/
mailto:mksingleton@hotmail.com
mailto:steve.isaacson@gmail.com
mailto:chuck.malmsten@gmail.com
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