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840 W Perimeter Rd Renton, WA 98057

Office Phone: (425) 271-2332

WELCOME ABOARD!
New Members

Share Class

Affiliate

PAE

Howard Edson

Guest III

Both

Participating I

RNT

Participating III

Both

Mike Nashen

Guest I

Both

James Simon

Service

RNT

Jonari Grant
Jacob Kwasnik

Notice of Upcoming BEFA Board Meeting

Airport

Adam Beasley

befa.org

Guest I
Guest II

Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 4 PM
To All Members:
You are welcome to join this month’s
In Person Meeting at BEFA RNT.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Member
New
Member
New Rating/Date
Rating / Date Instructor(s)
Instructor
Michelle White
PVT 5/29/2021
Balog

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2021 Summer Quarter
Private Pilot Ground School
th

Zoom Online Classes Start June 29 !

Register now; Limited Class Size
https://www.everettcc.edu/ccec/aerospace
See newsletter page 8 for details.

17
June

BEFA Board Meeting at Renton Facility
Thursday, 4 pm

18 & 19 Moses Lake Airshow 1 – 4 PM
June

29
June

Grant County Int’l Airport (MWH)
Fly-in and park in the run-up area off Taxiway B

PVT Pilot Ground School Commences
Online Summer Classes Tuesdays & Thursdays
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From your President,
Bob Ingersoll

From your Operations Officer,
Matt Smith

Farewell to Mike Sievers

Checklist Use & Limitations

Board Safety Officer Mike Sievers has resigned from
BEFA. His Boeing job has demanded his full time. Mike
has been a very valuable member of BEFA and the Board
for many years and he will be truly missed.

I want to thank him for leading our
Safety Board and applying excellent aviation
judgements to enhance the safety of BEFA. Mike has
also done an excellent job of leading our CFI team
members.

Welcome New Safety Officer, Pete Seidel
The BEFA Board has voted for Pete Seidel to succeed
Mike. We welcome Pete, who will serve out Mike’s term
for 2021. Please give Pete your full support to sustain
our number one priority of safe operations at BEFA.

A friend of mine and I were chatting beside the open doors
of a hangar containing a Christen Eagle on the east side of
Renton field in the Cedar River hangar complex. The middle
row has hangars on each side, with a relatively confined
taxiway between them. As we talked, the C-172 hangared
in the adjacent space taxied by us. As soon as the tail had
passed, the pilot added power and proceeded to pivot
ninety degrees blasting both of us, blowing a bunch of
debris into the hangar, and pelting the Eagle with gravel
and dust. He then proceeded to do a post-flight runup with
the nose of the airplane sitting roughly four feet from the
door of the hangar across the aisle from his, while blowing
debris against his own hangar door.
Both of us rolled our eyes and gave a nasty stare at the C172, as if that would really make a difference. After the
Cessna shut down and the pilot opened the door, I strolled
over and engaged him in a conversation. I commented that
he might want to think about where the prop blast went as
he pivoted the airplane. He looked around, realized what
he had done, and I could see him give himself a mental
dope slap. He apologized profusely, and then came the
punchline: “I was simply going by the partnership’s
checklist.” Excuse me. He hadn’t given it a moment’s
thought, merely doing what was on the checklist. The same
went for the post-flight runup. He hadn’t considered what
the consequences would be if he got careless by letting up
on the brakes, or if they had failed. It was merely on the
checklist, an item to be done. The conversation ended
amicably, and we helped him put his airplane away. While
I give him credit for following the checklist, he gets negative
points for not thinking about what he was doing.
We need to be careful about mindlessly following checklists.
They are not an invitation to turn your brain off. Each item
has a reason for being there, and should be accounted for.
In addition, there may be constraints or considerations
requiring some modification depending on the
circumstances. The upshot of the story is to pull out the
checklist, turn on your brain, and ask yourself “What am I
trying to do?”. A little thought might just help you avoid an
embarrassing situation.
We’ll talk again next month. Until then, “operate” as if your
life depends on it, because you just never know.
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From your Safety Officer,
Mike Sievers

From your Treasurer,
Ann Galbraith

Know Your Aircraft System!

Payment Due Date Reminder

There are some airplane systems that pilots really need to
know about. Actually, we should know all of the systems
well. If the airplane is a simple trainer, then there is not
that much to remember. If it is a complex machine, there
is a lot of equipment to break and, Murphy’s law being
what it is, it will break sooner or later. There is no
reasonable excuse for a pilot not having the knowledge
about the hardware that they fly.

Just a friendly reminder that BEFA statements are emailed
on the first of the month, from Flight Schedule Pro (FSP),
titled "Member Statement". Please check your spam, trash,
or other folders where you've programmed all FSP email to
be sorted to, if you didn't see it.

There was a recent (non-BEFA) incident involving an
airplane with an electric trim malfunction. The pilot wound
up fighting the trim and nearly losing the airplane because
he was not familiar with the trim disconnect system. There
are several ways to disconnect the trim and, if you are
going to fly an airplane with such a system, you should be
familiar with all of them. You won’t have the time to read
the fine print after the system fails.
Some airplanes need fuel pumps to be on during take-off
and landing; others need them off. Each procedure can
be unique and getting the switch in the wrong position for
take-off can result in bad things. The engine may flood and
quit or the engine may starve and quit. It is likely that
neither scenario will be on your flight plan. A take-off is
not a place to learn that your system knowledge is lacking.
If the alternator fails, what are the indications? Some
ammeters show a load on the system, while others show
a rate of charge or discharge. What is the re-set
procedure? What if it does not work? How long will the
battery last? Can you get the landing gear and/or flaps
down?
The good news is that there is no mystic, inaccessible
source to research in order to find the answers to your
system questions. The answers can be found in the
airplane POH. The most common area where a pilot’s
system knowledge comes up short is in avionics. Even the
basic nav/com equipment now has new twists and turns
that require extra time to learn. This should not be a
surprise since flying technology has, and always will,
advance. If you are going to be the master of all you
survey, then you need to master the systems of your
survey vehicle first. As we have all seen and heard, a good
pilot is always learning.

If you log in to Flight Schedule Pro, the current account
balance shown will be red if you owe, green if you have a
credit balance, and blue if your balance is 0. Please
note that the current owed balance shown may be higher
than your statement balance if you have flown recently (i.e.,
from the more recent charges). If you have a credit balance
or a minor account balance at the beginning of the month,
the system may not send you a statement.
The USPS continues to have issues with slow mail delivery,
so to avoid a late fee please plan accordingly if a paper
check payment will be mailed by you or your bank. Please
note that a late fee will be charged if your payment is not
received by 6 PM on the 25th day of the month, as
explained in last month's newsletter. There will be no late
fee charged if your account balance on the first of the
month is less than $50.

Payment Options
Current options for payment are credit card (via FSP or
calling the BEFA office), check, or cash. We are working on
adding Zelle TM as a payment option.
In response to local FBO break-ins in the area; please try to
avoid cash payments. For security reasons, we've recently
changed our office procedures concerning cash payments.
If you pay in cash, no "change" will be provided. However,
a receipt will be provided. Any excess payment will be
credited to your BEFA account for future use. We request
that you pay by check or credit card if at all possible.
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Sales Tax Exemption for Dual Training Flights
The Association’s CPA and I have recently reviewed the
applicability of a State Sales Tax exemption for dual
training flights, and determined that it is appropriate to
implement a process for identifying such flights and not
charging members a sales tax on them, effective June 1.
For reasons of record-keeping and administrative
simplicity, the requirements for exemption are as
follows:
(a) the BEFA member reserving the flight will
mark it as "Training"-related (Orange) in
Flight Schedule Pro,

and
(b) the FSP record will show their CFI's time
as booked for the same flight.
FSP does not need to show the CFI's time as being booked
prior to the flight. However, by/at the conclusion of the
flight, the CFI should open their schedule for the reserved
flight time so that the student may update their flight
record to add them.
Not all BEFA CFI's currently have a status of "Instructor" in
FSP to permit such a record to be created, (i.e., their name
may not appear in the list of CFIs at the bottom of the FSP
booking page). The BEFA office staff is able to update a
CFI's account to add such a status at the CFI's
request. Members are free to ask or encourage their CFI
to update their status in FSP to "Instructor", but the
decision of whether to do this is up to the individual CFI.
• If a member marks a solo flight record as
"Training", this is fine but a solo flight does not
qualify for the tax exemption.
• If a flight is dual, but the CFI will not permit their
name to be added to the flight record so that it
appears as scheduled CFI time, the member
adding the CFI's name to the FSP "Comments"
field will not be sufficient to receive the exemption.
• The sales tax exemption does not apply to time in
the Redbird.
By permitting their name to be associated with a BEFA
member's flight record as an Instructor, the CFI will be
confirming that they accompanied the member on the
flight and provided flight instruction to them in support of
the member's pilot training needs, including FAA
qualification standards and BEFA's pilot qualification
requirements as set forth in Section 19 of the BEFA Rules
of Operations. A CFI should decline to add their name to
the FSP flight record if unable to confirm that this criteria
was met.
We hope this sales tax exemption will provide a benefit to
members and support their ongoing training, whether to
obtain a new rating or recurrent-related.

From your Operations Manager,
Wes McKechnie
Attaboys’ for our Volunteers
Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us running
smoothly, often saving money in the process. We thank the
following for their recent contribution.
▪

Dave Stockwell for organizing the parts room!

▪

James Walker (CFI) for continuing his grounds
maintenance of BEFA RNT!

▪

Martin Makela for power washing the BEFA deck and
deck furniture.

▪

Dave Stockwell for cleaning the oil cabinet up and
restocking it

▪

Herb Johnson for filling back in the water line hole, in
a pouring rainstorm!.

▪

Brian Jones for repositioning planes.

▪

Brian Jones for consulting and improving BEFA Cyber
Security.

▪
▪

Gary Pipkin for installing faucets and valves.
Paul Ust, Charlie Mallory (CFI), Howard Wolvington
(CFI) and Steve Beardslee for updating the GPS Data
Bases.

▪

Dave Stockwell for ramrodding the breezeway
repairs, and Paul Vahey, Christian Frey, Kevin Cook
and Jon Klinger for their good work on rebuilding it,
with Dave! Thanks guys!

▪

Charlie Mallory (CFI) and Chris Sherland for taxing
662AJ for maintenance.

▪

Harium Martin-Morris and Charlie Mallory (CFI) for
their ongoing support of the Redbird Simulator.

▪

Ray Pedrizetti for working on 662AJ and 927CS to
resolve squawks.

758NF Float Chamber Plugs Are Changed
ATTN Float Pilot: The new
float chamber plugs no
longer have to be removed
to pump the floats. Just put
the pump down onto the
new type plugs, which sit
lower in the pump hole, and
pump away!
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DO NOT choose “Training” category for the following:

BEFA Oil Cabinet
A reminder to please take care using the oil cabinet:
•
•

•

Make sure that you don’t leave the oily rages/paper
towels in cabinet.
Please make sure the used bottles caps are secure
and excess oil wiped off so it does not drain all over
the cabinet interior.
Please place empty bottles, window cleaner, paper
towels and shop towels, etc. back in an orderly
fashion.

• Please remember to save the empty oil bottles
so we can refill them out of our 55-gallon drum. (We

always need members to help fill these, please see
me).

Parking at Renton BEFA
We appreciate the parking challenge with the City of
Renton’s sewer refurbishment impacting our parking lot.,
but please do not park in the 737 Commercial Airplane
Employee Flight Line parking lot south of BEFA RNT. This
is not allowed and your car will be towed away. Please stay
in our lot. With the ramp up in 737 ops imminent, flight line
activity is increasing as well as is the parking demand.
Expectations are for the construction to be completed the
first week of July.

- Your three takeoff and landings for currency,
- Solo instrument currency flights, or
- General “touch and go’s” NOT in furtherance of
a license or rating.
“STANDARD” Flights – FSP defaults to this flight type.
(Color: Blue) - Please choose this for all normal nontraining flights (e.g., normal touch and go practice, NOT
in furtherance of a license or rating, cross-country flights,
general fun flights, transportation flights, sight-seeing, $100
hamburger, etc.).
Other Activity Types:
❖ “Maintenance” (Color: Red) is used by Admin/Ops
for planned and unplanned maintenance of aircraft,
or “ferry or chase flights” for AOG, or off home
airport providers of maintenance coordination
flights. Also, used for maintenance checks functional flights.
❖

“Special Event” (Color: Purple) is used by
Admin/Ops for special events that may be
Boeing/BEFA promotion or tasks, technical seminars,
community outreach, etc.
o

REMINDER: Selecting a Correct
"Activity Type" when Booking a Flight in FSP
When booking new reservations in FSP, there are choices
for “Activity Type” in the drop-down window, dependent
on the users status: “Standard” and “Training” are the
two most common that are to be chosen when booking
most of your flights. Others are for Admin. The following
is the criteria and descriptors for guidance on your
selection.
“TRAINING” Flights - (Color: Orange) - Please choose
this for the following; all training flights, dual or solo,
specifically flown for training for the furtherance of a
* Private, Instrument, Commercial, CFI, Multi-engine or
Seaplane license or rating.

Redbird Sim Demos (Color Green-Yellow)
is used for Ground School programs,
community outreach and general non-charged
demo usage.

❖ “Ground Instruction” (color: Violet) is used for
reserving a plane for Ground School purposes or
booking of CFI’s for ground school instruction, NOT
coupled with an immediate flight.

When booking your airplane, please start using the
associated features at the bottom of the booking window
that asks for such info as local or cross-country flight, add
your destination and route of flight (if applicable), and
comments.

* High performance and/or Complex sign off training.
* Make/model checkout
* Tail wheel training endorsements.
* Any aerobatic training or BEFA required checkrides,
e.g., BEFA 6-month checks, Mountain Checkride
signoffs, grass strips, etc., in our ROP’s. Also, Biannual Fight Reviews.
5 | BEFA June 2021

Paine Pilot Checkrides
Paine Field BEFA pilots and particularly the PAE CFI’s:
Please remember when filling in the BEFA Pilot Record
form, to scan or fax a copy of the form immediately to
BEFA Renton Admin to place in the main pilots file here at
Renton. This is a very important process, and we ask that
the pilots double check after the checkride, that the Check
CFI has done this.

HAVE SUMMER FLIGHTS PLANNED?
PLEASE SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES
AND PHOTOS. SUBMIT TO
MEDIA@BEFA.ORG

Thanks!

AIRCRAFT RATES

Summer Flying Means
Watch your Density Altitude
A reminder to utilize your density altitude takeoff and
landing charts. Airports such as Monroe, Norman Grier
(Crest), Whidbey Roach Harbor and the like, can become
suddenly a dangerous environment in the summer. Some
airports become basically a “morning” airport for the smaller
planes due to turbulence and performance restrictions. And,
don’t forget to lean if needed for takeoff, even at sea level
airports. Get with an instructor to get a tune up!
Also, read AOPA’s “Understanding Density Altitude”:
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/allnews/2016/september/08/density-altitude

BEFA FLIGHT HOURS
Total Flight Hours for May:

535.1

Decrease from previous month:

2020 scenic photo by Mikel Moore, CFI
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3.1%

BEFA COVID-19 Update No. 4
May 20, 2021

Dr. Martin Makela
In accordance with the CDC guidelines and Governor
Inslee’s statements regarding risk of disease transmission
between vaccinated people, COVID precautions at BEFA
will be altered as follows:
❖ Fully Vaccinated members and guests will
no longer be required to wear masks in
the building or in the aircraft.
❖ Any member or guest can continue to remain
masked if desired.
❖ Unvaccinated members and guests must
continue to wear masks, even if the
member had a prior COVID-19 infection,
to minimize risk of transmission and receipt of
possible disease.
❖ Immunocompromised or other members
in high-risk groups should continue to
mask at their discretion.

Rationale for precautions:
•

Disease incidence and prevalence in the local
area has significantly decreased over the last
three weeks.

•

Nearly all of the patients with COVID who have
been hospitalized recently have not been
immunized.

•

The vaccines are effective in preventing serious
disease and in minimizing transmission, but do
NOT prevent all disease.

Thank you for your excellent support of the restrictions
over the last year. We have been fortunate to have been
able to continue to fly and it is a testament to the
membership of BEFA.

❖ Face-to-face briefing/teaching continues
to be a high-risk activity and use of masks
should be discussed between the individuals in
the brief.
❖ Common spaces (such as aircraft books, sign
out board, bathrooms) remain high risk areas
and aggressive hand hygiene should be
performed frequently after being in these
areas.
❖ No member or guest should enter the facility or
aircraft if they have symptoms of COVID or
other infectious disease.
❖ Consideration of future group activities, such as
the General Membership/Crab Feed Meeting, in
person Ground Schools etc., is ongoing and will
be announced when a decision is made.
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Martin Makela, MD
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Airport Restaurants in Washington
City

Airport Name

Airport
ID

Restaurant
Name

Location

Website URL
Check restaurant hours

Puget Sound
Arlington

Arlington Airport

AWO

Ellie’s at the
Airport

Midfield Runway 16/34
East Side

No website/see Facebook

Gig Harbor

Tacoma Narrows
Airport

TIB

The Hub

Adjacent to Control
Tower

thehubgigharbor.com

Port
Townsend

Jefferson County
Intl Airport

059

Spruce Goose
Café

Adjacent to parking
apron

sprucegoosecafe.com

Puyallup

Pierce County
Airport Thun Field

PLU

Top Gun Bar &
Grill (must be 21
years old)

Midfield West Side
adjacent to parking
apron

topgunbgllc.com

Seattle

Boeing Field

BFI

Cavu Cafe

Inside King County
Terminal Bldg.

cavucafe.com

Snohomish

Harvey Field

543

Buzz Inn
Steakhouse

NE Corner

buzzinnsteakhouse.com

East
Wenatchee

Pangborn
Memorial Airport

EAT

Café Pangborn

Terminal

Pangbornairport.com

Moses Lake

Grant County Intl
Airport

MWH

Jet-A-Way Café

Terminal Bldg.

No website/see Facebook

Pasco

Tri-Cities Airport

PSC

Tailwind Bar &
Deli

Terminal Bldg.

tailwindconcessions.com

Richland

Richland Airport

RLD

Ann’s Best
Creole & Soul
Food Cafe

Base of Control
Tower

No website/see Facebook

Spokane

Felts Field

SFF

Skyway Café

Terminal Bldg.

skywaycafe.com

Walla Walla

Walla Walla
Regional Airport

ALW

Hidden Valley
Bakery

Terminal Bldg.

hiddenvalleybakery
@my180.net

Yakima

Yakima Air
Terminal

YKM

Reno’s on the
Runway

East end of airport
next to McAllister
Museum

renosontherunway.com

Notes: (1) Restaurants at the airport in Bremerton, Burlington, Hoquiam, and Westport are closed.
(2) Elma Municipal Airport and its airport restaurant are closed and is removed from the list.
Source: http://www.flywashington.org/uploads/1/2/2/6/122660921/washington_airport_restaurants.pdf

Rev 1 May 2021
9 | BEFA June 2021

Contact information can be obtained from Flight
Schedule Pro; navigate to People.
OFFICERS & STAFF

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES
Contact in the order of:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Board of Directors

Ops Manager, Wes McKechnie
(425) 271-2332
Emergency/Semi-Emergency text (425) 384-9680
Ops Officer, Matt Smith
Any Board Member

President

Bob Ingersoll

Vice President

Kevin Chaney

Renton Maintenance:

Operations Officer

Matt Smith

In the event no other contact above is available, call

Safety Officer

Pete Seidel

Ace Aviation directly (425) 204-0845.

Treasurer

Ann Galbraith

Secretary

Aaron Balog

Staff

(425) 271-2332

Operations Manager

Wes McKechnie

Operations Assistant

Diana Cassity

Operations Assistant
Saturday

Yvonne Pipkin

Accountant

SOCIAL MEDIA

Millicent Rhoades

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS

There are no phones at this time. Please call the Renton
office in an emergency; otherwise contact the focal
below.

PAE Coordinator

Oliver Meier
Casey Johnson

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson
PAE Facilities & Oliver Meier
Support Casey Johnson
Steve Kirsch

PAE Safety Focal Mike Dubbury
Oliver Meier

General Inquires or Information: office@befa.org
Operations Support:

operations@befa.org

Billing or Payment Support:
Event / Activity Coordination:

accounting@befa.org
events@befa.org

Website, Social Media, Newsletter:

Ne Editor: Yvonne Pipkin
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media@befa.org

